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A Narrabri Shire Council is willing to work with
others with a stake in extending the HML road

Tetwork:

www.lAP.gov.au

Narrabri Shire Council is situated in north western New
South Wales. The local economy is experiencing strong
growth underpinned by mining and gas exploration.
However, agriculture is the major sector which generates
jobs in Narrabri Shire and surrounding areas as it
accounts for 26 per cent of all employment.

The Shire occupies approximately 13,000 sq km and has
a population of approximately 14,300. Aside from
Narrabri, the main population centres within the Shire are
Wee Waa and Boggabri.

Narrabri Shire recognises the importance of the transport
industry in providing service to the needs of locally bases
businesses and they work closely with operators to
identify and where appropriate approve safer, more
efficient road access.

Narrabri is located at the junction of the Newell Highway,
which is the most direct route between Melbourne and
Brisbane, and the Kamalaroi Highway, which runs from
Gunnedah to Bourke. Access to Higher Mass Limits
(HML) vehicles is allowed on both of these key freight
routes.

The Shire has approximately 2,000km of local roads,
including 53 bridges and major culverts. The Shire adopts
a hierarchical approach to each local road having regard
to traffic volumes as well as the importance of the road.

This means some roads receive priority in terms of
maintenance over others based on the road’s social and
economic significance to the region.
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Australia
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As a matter of principle the Narrabri Shire adopts a
principle of supporting access for HML vehicles on local
roads which do not involve travel over a bridge or other
structure.

Above - Harvesting time in Narrabri

In order for the Shire to make an informed decision in
response to applications to access the local road network,
Shire officers assessed applications and developed an
understanding of the features of the Intelligent Access
Program (IAP).

The Shire was additionally assured that the required level
of compliance is at hand to enable them to give
favourable consideration to an application which would
address any other concerns regarding route access.
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