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Carathool Shire is situated in south western New South
Wales. Agriculture is the major sector which generates
job opportunities within Carathool Shire.

The Shire occupies approximately 19,000 sq km and has
a population of approximately 3,100. Major industries
include horticulture, cotton, livestock, wool, grapes and
tourism. The main population centres within Carathool
Shire are Goolgowi, Hillston, Carathool, Rankins Springs
and Merriwagga.

Carathool Shire recognises the importance of the
transport industry in providing service to the needs of
locally based businesses and the Shire works closely with
operators to identify and where appropriate approve
safer, more efficient road access.

Key freight routes in the Shire include Mid-Western
Highway, which runs from Bathurst to Hay, Kidman Way,
which runs from Jerilderie to Bourke and Lachlan Valley
Way, which runs from Yass to Booligal via Cowra and
Lake Cargellico. All of these freight routes permit access
to Higher Mass Limits (HML) vehicles.

Carathool Shire has approximately 3,000km of local
roads, including 21 bridges, irrigation channels and
culverts. The Shire adopts a hierarchical approach to
each local road having regards to traffic volumes as well
as its importance.

This means so roads receive priority in terms of
maintenance over others based on the road’s social and
economic significance to the region.
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As a matter of principle, the Shire adopts a policy of
supporting access for HML vehicles on local roads which
does not involve travel over a bridge or other structure.

]

o] BLACK L1 ——
HOTEL p

Above — Black Stump Hotel in Merriwagga

In order for the Shire to make an informed decision in
response to applications to access the local road network,
Carathool Shire officers assessed applications and
developed an understanding of the features of the
Intelligent Access Program (IAP).

The Shire was additionally assured that the required level
of compliance is at hand to enable them to give
favourable consideration to an application which would
address any other concerns regarding route access.
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